Congenital lymphedema in a calf with lymph node dysplasia or aplasia.
A 9-month-old male Japanese Black calf with subcutaneous edema in mainly both limbs was investigated. Necropsy revealed about 20 l of ascites and severe edema in the large omentum, abomasal folds, conjunctiva and rectum. Only small internal iliac and hepatic lymph nodes were found. Histopathology revealed lymph node dysplasia showing excess trabecular formation, reticular cell proliferation, and obvious dilation of both afferent and efferent lymphatics. These findings suggest that disturbance of lymphatic flow with congenital lymph nodes dyspalsia or aplasia resulted in lymphedema in this calf.